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Jlt u r erasr Britain

XfcttUtr oonfldentlr bo Mid tat for tbs
BMtt Important contribution ITr to
UM materials tot the stud constitu-
tional

¬

and politicall Initttutlons we are In-

debted
¬

tol the froblemt at Orrattr lf bj
fir CiuntM PILlS MacmlllaniJ ths
exception of the United Btates whose exclu-
sion

¬

Is evident due to the rectal publication
ot Brjroos American Oommonwtalths everpart of the KnKllshspeakIng world III hero

abjactod to minute and oaroful Investigation
from the viewpoint of the political hlitorlnn
And the sociologist They who wish to form a
definite conoo of the present and pros-
pective

¬

condition of the Australasian colonies
ot the British oommunltesln Houth Africaot
llritlsh India America and
too IlrltUh West Indies wi tbU
book an amazing information
atther collected at flnt hand or represent-
ing

¬

the silted and verified outcome of
on extensive oorroipondenca with local au
thorltles What tho author has to say about
th relations of Canada to the United State
fea> already been noticed In another part of
this journal and his Tlews of Australia may
b mOt usefully discussed when we learn the
Molts of the Federation Conference proposed

99 Blr lion Parkas What we would eMaine at this tIme Is not the authors account
Of particular colony dependency but
61 Inaconclusions touching two questions of

Interest namely the feasibility of
altlnB all the British possessions In an Im-

perial
¬

confederation And England power of

tfDdlnT India against Russian aggression

I
The advocates of Imperial federation put for

Word atheir chief argument the applicability
suohaeohomo to Imperial defence Thoro
k no doubt that some remedy is needed for the
present defonoelossnoss of Ihl British empire
By no one haEnglands Inability to proteot
herself at home or abrond boon demonstrated-
with so much clearness nol cogency 6 It
ta now by Sir Charles Wo aro spoak
lag now not of too defence of India against a
flussisa land foroo but of tho general shield
laa of the omplio against maritime attack
Tho weakness of the British empire Is the more
Inexcusable because tho United Kingdom boars
a heavier char o for war expenditure than is
borne by any other nation Tho French repub-
lic

¬

and the Oormnn omnlro each spend annu-
ally

¬

on war through their military and naval de-
partments

¬

about 1180000000 Tho British em
plro spends upon Its military and naval defence
between 250000000 nnd 300000000 a year
and upon tho British and Indian army nlono
spends moro than tho Gorman and tar more
than tho Fronch army costs What does Enl
land got for this vast outlay of money 1 Hlr
Charles Dllke does not hosltnto to express his
conviction that Ialnrgo expeditionary force of
picked Kronen or Uorinim soldiers wore to bo
landed In England tomorrow IIt could not bo
resisted with nnr trontm now at hand Nor can
Enclnnd count nov longeron l oioes incan In-

superable rampart In the Blhor streak of soa
Her vulnerability has Increased a hundred full
In the Isetfifty years liar navyl not 0iuitl
nor when the enlargement now underway Is
completed will It tie equal to that which would
bo formedby a combination of the next great-
est

¬

fleet with one of tho second rank and her
capital city Is so Ilroteclol that she would bo
forced to rely upon nivy not only to defend
her trade but also to guard her roasts It Is
pointed out by tho author of this book that tho
result of tho naval mMuiUvroa of 1833 was to
cause the Admiralty to abandon the blockade
policy and adopt that of masking nu enemys
foot although under tho latter System the
protection ot distant sUlly stations and of
llrltlsh commorco would bo Impracticable
The condition of Drltlsl naval stations re-

viewed in detail they aro shown to be in
most cases unprovided with armaments suited
to modern exigencies end oven In the few
instances where Iproper ordnanco has boon
tuppllod there aro no garrisons In the event
of war to which France should bo n party Hlr
Charles thinks that It would prove impossible
to use the Huoz route to India whllo two of tho
main stations on tho Cape route thoao name-
ly of Sierra Loono and the Mauritius woul-
db exposed to gravo port from tho far super
rlor French forco quartered In their vicinity
Sir Charles does not indeed consider tho
French position hi New Caledonia a serious
monaco to tho Australian colonies ht believes
on the contrary that on the outbreak of war
with Franco the Australians would bo ablo to
capture Noumea Ho Is ouually convinced
and ho frankly avows the cOlvlclol that no
military ro ourcoi now at disposal of Can-
ada

¬

or of tho mother country could repel un
American invasion of the Dominion

Sir Charles Duke does not dispute the capa-
bility

¬

of the British navy to defend tho
United Kingdom If It were concentrated in
homo watels fInch concentration would
however bo fatal to the powar of Initiative and
would Involve the abandonment of tho British
dependencies the annihilation of tho British
mercantile marine unt the partial starvation
of tho British Ho Is careful it vvill
bo lotool to qualify tho oxteut to which Kng

oven in tho event of a struggle against
the united naval forces of France and liuxdia
would bo cut of front her food supplies Ho

leos that Iwar would bo tho opportunity
of the United States and that Inglands ene-
mies

¬

would be too touch nlcliof rousing the
hostility of tho AOorl an republic to declare
food contraband Ho predicts that at tho out
lot of such a contest our law prohibiting tho
purchase of foreign vosM > U If it wore still upon
the statute book would bo repealed and that
nearly tho whole of Englands mercantile ma-
rine

¬

wouhllWs under the American lag Ho
not think that the commercial-

loss
100sthuq suffered would over bo retrieved and

as war would also causa the more or less pro-
longed

¬

prostration of British manufactures
those too might tint tliomsolvei outstripped
by American Industries Altoguthor It seems
Indisputable that prompt anti energetic meas-
ures

¬

are needed to asturo Imperial defence but
umongtho many expedients commended Hlr
Charles does not rockou Imperial federation
whose nopoloasnoHS Is brought out unmis-
takably

¬

in tho chapter dovotod to the subject

ITho proposors of imperial federation have of
tstu receded from the IIount which they orig-
inally

¬

took At a meeting of the Imperial
Federation League hold in London in Novem-

ber
¬

138J the Iresiileut Lord llosobory ox
plained a fatal objctcllun to his own Bchomo lor
Introducing 10101111 representatives into tho
House ot Lords nod reiterated a double objec-

tion
¬

to making thorn mombDip of the house of
Commons Ho showed also that tho oxton
alol of the Privy Council by the inclusion of
agentsgeneral would bi a matter of extreme
difficulty and that an Imperial oiloreln or
customs union would ho Impracticable Alt
that Is now loft of the programme of the autho-
Vlzed expounders of the views of flue Imperial
Fedoratlonhts lis n proposal Unit a conference
like that which mot in 18 47 shall bo truiiuontly
hold and that the snbiect of federation while
not constituting the main topic of discussion
hal not be forbidden In advance SirCnailost

points out that oven this modest pro
crammo would not moot with the approval of
certain colonies as for example Queensland
and Now South Wales In ijiicoiiHland Ipublic
opinion has been so much exasperated by tho
courfof the homo Government in relation to
tho New Hebrides nud Now Guinea that 11 Is
almost ripe for a declaration of ladopendonct
In New Houth Wales so complete a revolution
In popular sentiment has within a few years
taken placo that the mon responsible for the
despatch of tho Boudan contingent ore
looked upon with resentment and ills

trust Tho author reminds us that when

lr IIklo the trllollnl oiator of tho

Leo spoke nt lonl ago In Hvdnoy-
lili appeals mot only with derision and a reso-
lution

¬

WBHIUO oil by a mewbor of the tipper
House of tho Now houth Walol Parliament
sod seconded by a member of the lower
House to the effect that the Interests of Aus-
tralia

¬

pointed pot to imperial toleration hut to
an Independent nationality It is true that In

OSDS4s fir John Maedonald calls hlnl a
frltnd of Imperial federation bt as I

chigh protectionist he assent to the
customs union which f ft fundamental tea
lure of the scheme It the hope rather than
the belief of Sir Charles fluke that after the
expected formation of an Australian oonfed

era It may bo possible for the various part
of the British empire to come to some agroo
ment with regard to the common defence or
at alt event concerning such minor matters
as telegraphs and cables patents
currency and weights and measures But a
close league Involving a common revenue
common control of foreign affairs decision as
to peace and war and the conduct of military
operations ho regards as a dream Tho pro
uosal of Sir Julius Vogel that England should
announce to her colonies that secession would
not be permitted Is dismissed with tho remark
that tho time has gone bwhen the mother
country would attempt coerce Canada or

ustralnshould either of thoso great depen ¬

pronounce for Independence
Even as regards tho secondary questions

above enumerated Blr Charles thinks that no
agreement Is to bo expected until Englishmen-
learn to treat colonial opinion with moro ro
spoct and deference At present tho colonies
are In some particulars treated worso than
foreign Dowels Few persons ho says seem to
notice that England Is not In the habit ot per-

mitting
¬

the colonies freely to legislate upon all
matters which concern their own homo affairs
Wo are reminded that tnardago with a de ¬

ceased wifes sister has only after a strugglo
boon allowed In Canada and Australia and
that 0recent colonial divorce bi wa vetoed
bocauho Inconsistent with Ideas The
fact Is also recalled that the wife of a distin-
guished

¬

agentgeneral legally married though
she was according to colonial law was not
long since treated in England as If her
marriage had boon an English otto and conse-
quently

¬

Illegal On tho other hand tho Minis
tor of a foreign court who was 1in England at
tho same time and whose wife was his own
niece which was legal according to tho laws of
his own oountry had no dllllculty In securing
tho reception of his wife at court Naturally-
such discriminations do not tend to Intensify
colonial affection for tho mother country

in
Although the question of Indian dafonoo may

bo considered a part of tho general problem of
imperial defence It Is examined separately
nnd with peculiar anxiety bv Hlr Charles Dllko
Only In Asia and in North America Is tho lint ¬

ish omplro conterminous with tho possessions
of another groat Ipower which could bring to
bear nil Its mllltai resources without crossing
the ocean On the exposure of the Canadian
Dominion to Amorlclllnvnlolhntltto stress
Is laid by tho Buso
tho United States evince no desire to attack
their northern kinsmen and because ho thinks
that annexation could not aud would not be
resisted by the mother country On the other
hand ho shares tho nearly unanimous opinion
that a contest between lUissia and Groat Brit-
ain

¬

In Asia Is unavoidable and that a loss of
India would Involve not only tho destruction

I of British trade but a general dissolution of
the Britl h empire Accordinglyl ho looks upon
Indian doonco as tho mot urgent and mo-
mentous

¬

problem which England has to solve
To the question whether liussla could In

vale India Mr Charles Dllkos answer is that
she could not do It successfully starting from
her present frontier She might have done it
before 1883 but she cannot do It now Many
weighty reasons are assigned however for
the declaration that silo must not bo permitted-
to advance tier outposts any nearer wijotbor
on the north or tbo northeast of Afghanistan
Wcro sho onco allowed to occupy Dalkh and
Ilornt sho would halo positions far moro fa
vorablo for attack Ho is also convinced that
tho Alhnno instead of being embittered
alalnst Husslans by a renewed advance
would bo alienated from Great Britain by its
refusal or Inability to keep its pledge to sup ¬

port tho present Ameer and to guarantee the
Integrity of Its possessions W ore tho Russians
at Herat they could not ho thinks bo prevent-
ed

¬

from acquiring ascendancy at Cabul as
they would be lavish of gifts and promises to
secure Afghan corporation which In the judg-
ment

¬

of most military students of tho situation
would turn the scale They would also In Sir
Charless opinion sot on foot intrigues against
British authority In the independent States of
British India The conclusion Is expressed-
with groat earnestness that tho first attempt
of Itussla to push forward hor frontiers toward
Balkh or Herat must bo Immediately mot with
armed resistance This Is understood to bo tho
decision reached by tho AngloIndian Govern-
ment

¬

and by the Salisbury Cabinet and In vig-
orously

¬

supporting it Sir Clinches apparently
speaks for nil the Liberals except the peace
section which advocates a partition of Af-

ghanistan
¬

between Iusslalnc Great Britain
Assuming that it i the settled policy of Eng ¬

land to defend the present frontiers of Afghan-
istan

¬

and that this determination Is well
known to Itussla the latter power when she
resolves to move is likely to make not a aught
tontntlvo advance but an invasion aimed
directly at Hrltsl India I Is expected that
while forces nro despatched from
Malmona and Bnlkh against Cnbul and per
haps through Cashmere against the British
arsenal at Itawul Tlndl the main column
will piocood by tho way of Herat and Candahar
toward the Khybor Pass and other defiles
south of I As to tbo best method of with ¬

standing such aggressive demonstrations
thoro was long a difference of opinion
anionic English strategists at Calcutta and
in London Tho first plan was to
watch tho eastern outlets of tho passes
and to keep the main AngloIndian forcos-
In tho plains of the Punjab but this involved
an abandonment of tho whole right bank ot
the Indus without a serious struggle besides
tho maintenance in poaco times of largo garri-
sons

¬

In unhealthy valleys The second sugges-
tion

¬

was to fortify tho wbolo length of tho now
frontier between India and Afghanistan but
this besides costing a grout deal of mono
would have required a larger allotment of
troops to garrison duty than the AngloIndian-
army could afford A third proposal was to for
lily boll yuotta and Poshnwur which would
also Charles thinks havo boon a blunder
bocauso It would havo compelled an army al-

ready
¬

Inadequate to light upon two lines
The plan filially adopted by the Calcutta

Government Is to light with the main aimyon
tho Uucita line resisting on tho Kbv her linn
only sufllcluutly to delay the Russians until
they ran te attacked 111 Hank The arsenal at
llawnl Plndl on tho loft balk of flue Indus is
howovcr to bo defended in order tprotect tho
railway loading to Lihoro from an attack by-

way Cusbmoro As a base 01 the main armyi
operations Qnotta whoso position Is naturally
almost Impregnable has been strongly forti-
fied

¬

nnd hits boon surrounded by I network of
military roadrf and mllvlyslncludol a broad
gauge double track troltor at Chaman
should also bo mentioned that material Is
ready at tho front for oxtondlll promptly the
railway to tuiidnhnr on outbienk of war
In it word the policy which hits prevailed at
Calcutta Is that the defence of India must bo
effected by taking tho otfennlvo 11 a Ibid
army and that the lest money on forti-
fications

¬

beyond flue construction of a suitable
Imsol the better The plan of anoffennlvo cam-
paign

¬

starting from uotthas this too In Its
favor that supplies nu rocnforcomonts may
bo brought thither moro speedily Irnm Kur-
rncheo than titer could bo forwarded from
Bombay to IVubavvui

C V
What forces would be disposable on both

aides for fIeld lighting In Afghanistan Bo
long Athe Russians are not permitted to push
their railway from the Caspian boyond their
pres nt frontier they could not In tho authors
01 Inlou owing to dIfficulties of transportation-
bring to Caudnhnr an amy exceeding 60009-

II uncut Tho smaller expeditions moving from
I the north would Rcarcot comprise collectively

moro than 2IOOU lon who would be unable
to take part In tho decisive action On her
part England could place at Caudabar 58000

Illleu of all stuns couilitluc of British and

picked native troops No Infantry regiments
from the Bombay or Madras Presidencies
or from Bengal proper would be used In the
front line They are pronounced entirely In-

competent to rope with Hessian soldiers On

the other hand tho Sikhs the Qoorkhaa some
of tho luojab Mohammedan and the Atrldls
are said by Sir Charles Duke to bthoroughly trustworthy on the score o

steadiness and courage Tho Indian cavalry
would ho thinks be fully oqual on tho score
of quality to tho Cossacks and Turcomans
on whom tho Russians would mainly rely be
tidesbeing vastly preponderant In numbers-
For the effective conduct of war against Rus-

sia

¬

In Afghanistan an abolition of tho Presi-
dency

¬

system and a concentration of the three
organizations under tho ooramandorlnchlel
would In the authors judgment bo Indispen-

sable
¬

Such a concentration has been repeat
odly by tho Calcutta Government but It

has 1101hitherto Impossible to procure tho
assent of the Ministry at home To tho Presi ¬

Uudency system are attributed difficulties anti
serious dangers encountered by tho English In

their last fgban campaign and the embarrass-
ments

¬

to which they have boon recently subject-

ed In Upper Burmab Sir Charles also deems-
It of the utmost moment to abolish the armloN

maintained by the Nizam of Hyderabad and by

other semiIndependent princes in British In ¬

diaarmies whfch aro now said to amount In

the aggregate to 350UOO mon Those troops
hn says should bn disbanded and In len of
axpondltuto which they now Impose
great vassals the latter should bo called upon
to flake largn contributions to tho Calcutta
treasury for tho general dofonco

Suppose that In their first pitched battle with
the Russians tho English ehoull bo defeated
iuch a contingency must Charles says
bo for n moment contemplated It would In
volvo tho Immediate and wholesale desertion
of tho Afghans anti the tilbosmen on the bor-

ders
¬

of tho lunJab tho demoralization anti
disaffection of a largo proportion of tho nato
regiments the revolt of tbo feudatory
and In all Ilkollhond the ruin of British rule In
India If the Russians are beaten they can
make a second venture on another and per
hops moro propitious occasion but It Is the
rnglo feature of Englands situation that sho
cannot afford a defeat

Wo aro reminded that whoa tho English
wore surprised antI worsted at Maiwan dI dur
IUI the last Afghan war tho Bombay troops
and a part of tho Bengal army wore dispirited
anti there wore signs of mutiny among tho
native States This too although Englands
ability to wlpo out tho memory of that reverse
was universally recognized and was to bo soon
splendidly demonstrated by Gen Roberts

What counter blow could England deal
agaInst Russia in Asia Hlr Charles regards
as Inconceivably fatuous tho notion that Rus
ala could bo succossfulyatlckod in Turko
tan or barred out He sees
that It Is 0 reproach to the character of
British rule that the Russians should be more
firmly planted in Tashkent and tianiarcand
and oven in Harakhs and Morv than tho Enl

are in India but ho has no doubt aboutIhh
fact Thu ono useful ally that England

might have In Asia is China and Sir Charles
Dlko Is disposed to rate very highly the value

f corporation It Is true that owing
to the distance of Pekln from Kashgar tho war
between RiiRala and England would probably
ho over before an oftlclont Chinese forco could
pcrnto in Turkostan But China could level a
deadly stroke at Vladlvostock tho Russian
naval station in the north Pacific aud lu the
ffort to parry1 it tho strength of Russia would-
In the authors opinion bo wastod away as It
WM In the Crimea The situation however on-
tho northwestern frontier will bo olutlonizcd
hon the TransSiberian Railway Is Inlslol

nnd Russia will then bo impregnable sla
Sir Charles Dllko tells us that except nagainst a foreign enemy tho military strength

off tho AngloIndian Government Is scarcely
moro serviceable to British rub than tho per
otual courtesy cheeriness and good humor
oft tho old Indian Generals in command Tho
personal popularity of Sir Frederick Roberts
Is particularly groat with the native troops as
well us with tho British soldiers It seems that
von In tho romoto parts of India tho Influence
off his name with tho natives is noteworthy
Tho author recounts how onco in tho noigh-
jorhood of the Khojak pass supplies wero de-

manded
¬

from tho head men of the villages In-

Iho namo of the CommanderlnCblef
Thor were not forthcoming however until an
officer happened to say something about

Roberts whoa tho chiefs broko In to say in
chorus that I General Lobbot Sahib was at
mpd tho supplies should be provided Itho
ngloIndlan army could always be com-

manded
¬

by such men us Roberts thoro would-
bo loss to fear from tho steady approach of
tussla but soldiers of tho Clivo and Welling
ton typo are rare M W H

Three Atneilcan Htorle
Three stories varying In tho degree of

heir interest but all remarkable for original
imagination keen humor and delicate and
charmIng style havo been published within a
comparatively recent period by Mr LIOYU-

JimK It does not seem as If In any of there
stories Mr1 Itryce had boon burdenod by the
Idfashlonod Iprofundity purpose which was

funfortunate oftentimes There is nothing
off the oppressive tlvonct antI tlircovolume
character In his narrative it is cheerful and
light stopping as If his muso rejoiced 1thoro
Is an extraordinarily solemn moaning Is de
gbtfully hidden nnd apparently he Is not In-

tho least addicted to tho ultimate analysis of
small human motives Two of his stories aro
atlres founded upon a loxt nfl having an

undoubted moral and tho third IIs a novel
with so occult a matter hpnolslin it but
thorn Is no IBO in all three which is not
holy and comprehensible

Paradise Funk Wagnalla was the first
written of Mr Brycea Btorlos The othors are
totter examples of tho authors abilities but
Paradlho huts much to recommend It apropo

ttlon attested perhaps by tho fact of tho book
being In UH llfth edition The story is a satire
oundod upon tho text of easy Chicago divorces
Anybody that pleases may draw tho moral that
easy dlyoreohnsls objectionable features and

vlelRes lay sot the moral fore-
most In nu estimation of tho tale but It Is
Ikoly that the wit and the rare whimsicalities
off fancy contained In the volume will be Ha
first recommendation to most people Tiio
idea which hit taken possession of the mind of

1lrs Pampero the horolna of this tale Is a
wllnslcaltyof considerable Interest to begIn

n young woman wedded to
a bald portly middlaagcd everyday gentle
mn of Wall street She Is beautiful Intol
ectual charmingly emotionalho the absoutely unomtolllshod expression of oominon-

laco She Is ov or In pursuit of an Ideal If ho
CBI Bleep oat Iud keep his foot dry his soul
Old itself lu a condition to onjoy repose
These being the respective characters of
ho two Mrs Pampero concolol that lion
husband Is too good and sots
bout his Ibortol from tho heavy
matrimonial which drag him
dowl Hho proceeds upon tier own uiiMip
ported conviction and responsibility goes
down town into a vast ofllco building In pur-
suit of A P Brooms a divorce lawyor whoso
advertisement sho las read lu 1newspaper
10tl by mistake Into ollicool umnothor law-
yer a briefless rich handsome and romnntlo
ono named Adrian Axol Is advised by Mr
Axel to go to Puradtse which Is Mr Brycea
book name for Chicago and goes thither Mr
Aid by the merest accident taking passage
upon the same train Tbo story consists of-

tho experience In Paradise of this pair largely
of their conversation revealing his large
hearted gentlemanly pessimism and her luno
ont but very lively sontlmontallsm and or-

the adventures of Mr Pampero who being
without the loaot sense of his superio-
rly

¬

to Mis Pampero and having not tho
llahtfBt desire tn bo rid of the burdn of bis

wHo gee oV alter her and on reaching Par
dUn finds her with little difficulty though ho
meets with considerable Ingenious and Inter
eating bother on tho tray end a rounded and
atltlaetorr flJiU 1achieved by the marriage

of Mr Axel tMfPamperos unmarried ala1 <

ter This It may bl said by the way la
S wellbalanced capable nelson Here Is a
passage describing an Incident ot her journey
to Faradlso with Mr Pampero In the pursuit of
Mr Pampero

How much Bklll and practice It takes to en-
ter one of these curtained sepulchres success ¬

fully I Becky when the time came for roUrlnlaccomplished tho feat with the grace
with which sho did everything twist a
pivotturn light lauAha pair ot little boots
with a fringe of dilappoarlnl
within the curtains Then a rlstlo ashaking oft of garments tho snap of unhook-
ing

¬

a suppressed sigh of rolofand a mo-
ment

¬

afterward the same morocos footless empty but over sbpoly woro
deposited by a dainty hand upon the passage-
way

¬

floor
Tbo book hns Its orudltloJ and Its occasional

lapses from absolute good tasto but It con-
tains

¬

a good deal of very Interesting rending
Thoro la more strength In Mr Brycon noxt

story 1 ftrcam of Coimucst Llpplncotts It
was according to this tale a misfortune of the
United States Government that there should
have boon crowding and a scramble for supper
at a ball glvon by the Chlnoso Legation In
Washington sown little time ago before the
ora of our now navy Tho bill ot exclusion
against Oriental laundrymon and the null
Celestial violence of tho PnolOo slope hoodlums
might havo passed without official notice on
tho part of tho Chlnoso empire but tho broach
of otlquetto involved In the snatching of things-
at supper was a matter of far moro serious Im ¬

port A man Butiat yellow and slant eyed
towering and unscrupulous ambition

stood ready to solro time unhappy opportunity
WangChlPoo mllllonalio mandarin of the

second rank being moved by the most puis-
sant

¬

dosltos of his soul to obtain the yellow
button of thin first rank determined to HCCUID

It by an act of glory Government In Russia Is
said to consist military despotism tempered
by assassination In ChinaMr Urvcoolucrvos
government Is carried on by competitive o-

amtnatlon tempered by purchase By direct
application to tho Emperor of tho power of tho
alternative of compotltlveoxumlnutlon Wall
ChlPoo obtained leave to conduct a of
Chinese Ironclads naatnst the United States of
America To bo spooltlc ho paid 2000iuo
chop dollars for the privilege Ills ven-
ture

¬

from ono point of view was a good
deal of a hazard from another not bO

much so Ho hnl never boon either at son
or in battle ho had learned from his
private secretary Taoneu who hind spout sev ¬

oral years at school in Hartford of tho utterly
defenceless condition of this country and it
seemed to him that the yellow button and In-

cidentally
¬

the very desirable ennoblement of
his grandmother woro to be counted upon
with certainty

Tho event proved tho entire accuracy of his
judgment The Chlnoso fleet after a rounda-
bout course pursued In order to deceive Con ¬

gross struck the American coast a Key West
and engaged the giant fortress thorn garrison ¬

od at the time by Sergeant McKenua Tho
Sergeants supply of powder had recently been
cut off by a Commission whoso members drew
a salary of 15000 eachand employed a socro

larfor S200 and 0 stenographer for Jl5oo
Tho Sergeant wns crippled but he lined one
great blast whlnh sank instantly tim Terror a
nowly built United States war vessel of which
much had been expected although It wrought
DO harm whatever upon tho Chinese leoWangChlPoo picked out of tho sea three
struggling Americans two gentlemen nnd a
lady and after blowing Sergeant McKounaa
tort to pieces proceeded tNow York

Tho rescued Americans woro Mr and Mrs
HonuBtorer fashionable Now Yorkers ld-
Mr Puncherry tbo designer nnd builder of tho
Terror Thoy found thin Chinese llagshlp In
creating nnd peculiar A number ot articles
of European and American manufacture wore
employed for decoration but not always with
understanding Pictures wero hung upsldo
down or on their beam ends so to speak a
French clock was sot with Us face to the wall
and 1nickelornamented stovo made in Sing
Sing perhaps was set ostentatiously upon a
table us wo sot rare foreign vases Tho
Introit of tho throe Americans in those
maters was however in a measure sup
irossod by circumstances Iho gentlemen
wero fastened to tho bulkhead by ringbolts
and chains and WangChlPoo tickled tho
lady playfully under tho chin with his queue
ogled her outrageously and offered through
his Interpreter to carry her back to China and
take her riding in a gold and Ivory pnlanuuln

There was some flurry In New York when tho
destination of the hostile fleet became known
The militia and tho Knights of Labor woro
called outand the police wore reinforced by
the appointment of a numbor of special co-
nstables Rich people begun to transfer them-
selves

¬

and their effects out of town Fifth av
enuo became a stream of valuable pictures
silverware and statues moving off in every
form of vehicle in search of an asylum Not n
few of those line things were lost In the hurry
antI confusion Tho author himself bought a
priceless Jules Breton for ton cents of I boot ¬

black who told him It hind fallen out of a curt
Into the gutter Cab faros roso to a figure as
tonlshlnl oven In this city Ono cabman was
said to havo received 200 for driving a bronro
copy of tbo Venus of Milo beyond the city

lmit Ilables woro carted off with thbricu-
jrac Many people however did not

move their children or ofloctB pooplo that
lived down In the Five Points and hind
no effects to move people that lived
In tenements oven higher than tho cnb
fares but had no cab faros to giveI The poo ¬

plo lu general who lived In the crowded ton
liens of tho great city having no works of art
did not moyo them and having nowhoio to
go themselves they remained whoro they are
with their offspring

Tho two American gentlemen on the Chlnoe
flagship wero chained by tho foot They did
not like it nnd said ns much but it was ox
laluod to them that that method of restraint
was highly honorable The still supnrlor
honor of Incarceration In a bamboo cngo was
offered to thorn but they hotly declined It As
thin Chinese fleet drew near to Sandy Hook the
American navy came out to oppose It hut
VangChlPoo refused an engagement With
Oriental courtesy ho waved his hand and
sailing peacefully through thin thick of tho
American squadron loft it to perish in a squall
which ho observed gathering on the ollgo of

110 horizon Tho late of tho city waspovorii
times postponod by circumstances which tho
Americans clover as ttiny were had not at all
included In their reckoning flit sending

d011 of the metropolitan pleasure Moot tho
Bristol DIY Dream JIaryPowell amid thl rush
manned with the bravest sort of patriots re
suited only In the demolition of tho patriots
anil of the loot and an oiixlaughtof lire ships
and the touring forth niiilnst tho Invaders of
n sea of burning oil worn no moro successful
Wit when tho Coney Island elephant hurst
upon the vision of WnngChiPoo in the gray
of the morning bo was within ono of turning tall
and putting back to China under thin tugboat

btalunblosteam pressure ills courage reeled
tlso when ho caught sight for the first than of
ho colossal bronze woman on BedlowB Ileland

but his heathen luck cuuio to his assistance at
ovary point and time city lay nt lust complutol-
yit his mooney Ills guns began to hollow anti
Trinity steeple and Cyrus Fluids building
rocked and tumbled The militia did what they
could but they had boon provided wlthHprliig
field cartridges for their Remington muskets
and their work was hanipciod Too Iro of Wang

ChiIoo had boon Intensified by tho escape of
frs MoFlustororlnan amazing torpodo boat

invented and run by I fearless genius named
Smith A committee of citizens attempted to
my him off by tho return of the lady and

by a present of 1150000000 but It was
all In vain Ho accepted the lady and the-

nuonoyand continued the bombardment The
Standard Oil Works wore blown up a shell
exploded In Barnums circus lind liberated tho
menagerie tho Island and Its environs reeled
and runitled the sky was obscured by a pall of
gunpowder smoke which was rent with the
flashings of cannon and the blowing up of BM-

bonici aad firecracker repoeltorlti Out of

the gloom and the horror towered the Chines
flagship a belching and reverberating drswlnllnl upon the East River tide apast the Fulton For ship WangChi-
Foo darted up to her main truck with the

all of a monkey and leaping upon tho
Bridge stood there a Mncaulay Now

Xoalnnder for New York lpurposes grinning-
and fanning himself

There are no dull pages In this production-
It Is as vivid a the Battle of Dorking and
much moro witty than the roallstlo English
story No doubt there are plenty of wise poo
plowbo are prepared to say that Itnll couli
never have happened Mybo not Very likely
MrsMcriustoror and tho Incident of the nlckol
decorated stove are not altogether plausible
But nt tho same titus if a Hoot of Chinese Iron-
clads IUd wished to attack this port a few years
ago It Is hard to see how they could hMO boon
diverted from their purpose by Socor Robe
sons navy or by anything also In our pos-
session except tho Conoy Island elephant awl
the vast copper woman In the upper bay

Tho last of Mr Brycos stories which wo have
to consider tho Aninaricc of an Alter Kit
lrontuno Is I moro extensive and a mud

moro ambitious effort titan the two wo have
already noticed For cumulative Interest for
tho presentation of manifold wonders whoso
explanation IH skilfully withhold until tho
effect upon tIm mind of thin reader amounts-
to fascination this book Is to bo classed with
that most absorbing story of perfect plot

Tho Moonstone It must howovor In can ¬

dor bo said that tho conclusion of An Altar
I1go Is not satlsfactorv Comparison with
Wllklo Collins great story becomes disas-
trous

¬

10 Mr Brycob tabs when It roaches the
point of revelation This Is the greater pity
because It stfums altogether probablo that tbo
marked falhll off In power toward tho con-
clusion

¬

11r Brycos work is In a groat moa
sure duo a sudden yielding of patlonco
There Is every appearance of a hurried and
careless termination to n story tho great part
of which must havo been constructed with thin
utmost care and which Is certainly a model of
sustained Interest In nil but its conclusion

A mistaken Identity and hypnotism are tIne
main divisions In tho aulfoltIlot of An Alter
Ego Tho narrator of story Aaron Simoni
coming from tho West enters this city op-

pressed
¬

with a presentiment of 01 From a
crush of vehicles In Broadway rescued a
young woman nn utter stranger to him who
excitedly claims him as her husband nnd
faints lu his arms under the violence of Imr
emotions bho Is Ednn the daughter of Mr-
Dalollp nn Importer of line winos Several
yonrs previously she was married In Newport-
to a man namod Ilt nmblo who uoaccount-
nblv disappeared on the day of his marriage
nnd sho nud her father unite In tho positive opin-
ion

¬

that Aaron Bfmonl is this man Tho caco

Jot Into a court of justice whore a jury awards
to the young woman A multiplicity ol

complications arIses thereafter Numerous
mysterious attempts are made upon the life of
Kimonl Ho Is knocked on the head on a ferry-
boat

¬

and Hunts oil dazed on an East River tide
full of 1 thought that ho entertained In his
childhood nnmoly that tbo stars are tho little
children of the moon Ho awakes from a sub-
sequent

¬

oblivion to find Edna Dabollo admin-
istering

¬

mcdlclno to him Ho cherishes tho
vision of her and waits eagerly for hor to come
again but when tho medicine noxt falls duo It
is hor lather who appears to administer It 1I
dont know of anything moro disagreeable
Slmonl chronicles than expecting a woman
In a palo blue velvet ton gown puffed with
lucoa woman that you havo prepared to
receive though it bo with lllnilv1 not with
coldness know of moro dlsalreea ¬

ble I say than expecting an apparition of
such loveliness to find lion father tako hor
plnco Ho recovers and falls In love with tho
daughter pursues lien with an ardor which
threatens to bo unscrupulous at times admits
and denies that ho U Fltznmble with weak al
ornntlon and discovers that Edna Is a hyp-

notic
¬

subject A fat woman carrying a faint
aroma of alcohol Rebecca Beaton by name a
professional mesmerist and clairvoyant has
absolute control tho girl Associated with
Rebecca is a man of science a zealot in the
Investigation of hrpnolo phenomena With
Rebeccas lastnuco ho uses Edna in his ex-

periments
¬

Under tho hypnotic Influence she
walks the streets in tho chaiactor of Aspaaia-
Hlngrf nn indecent song in u flowery concert
ball nnd attempts suicide and murdor

Hero certainly Is material and through
ninetenths of the tnlo Mr Bryco has em-
ployed

¬

it with roninrkablo skill and power
Thoro are several blemishes tho more striking
that they are contnlnotln so fine a setting He
puns upon words money and matrimony
Ho undertakes dialect with tho most unfortu-
nate

¬

results jhero Is 1 remarkable outburst
of horror over tim idea of twin brothers being
married to the sumo girl But it would be un-
just

¬

to do moro than merely mention thoeo
With the absorbing plot Is associated a do
scrlptlvo stylo nt onco graceful and brilliant
Ills local pictures ann comments are full of In ¬

forest Ho calls tho Fourth avenue horsecar
tunnol Ammonia Hollow nud wonders why
tho grant bulk of travel In tile city being up
and down the cross streets should bo so much
moro numerous titan the longitudinal avenues
Simoni cannot sleep nt Conoy Islam The
great hotels aro moro sounding boards and
if any ono HO much ns lots a snooze oscapo him
in tho attic it goo vibrating and rot cholng tilt
it reaches tho collar On the shores of Lone
Island Sound bn tlnda Mii orlor conditions

Looking botvveon hid trees toward the
Sound tho out wns JUt sinking In a blaze of
glory painting UP tim sails of asslnlvessels
with reliant colors and lurD withers
into ono vast loll of liquid gold Looking
khornward the land gradually ascond and
rolled away In gently undulating Holds Into
lio soft distance whlli tho whole faco of
nature was MilTutod with thnt sudden flush of
Borono and moro titan earthly beauty to which
vvo Romutlmes had a faint counterpart In the
faces of ihoBo that dlo In harmony with God
Thoro always Booms to mo a peculiar solemnity
II the beauty of ovoutldo that raises man-

ItBrolto his Creator Lyon as a child I used
It and attribute It to tho bleRslnlHo wits breathing over the departing

Tho Icferiplion of the Incidents In tho
Houso of lllaos nn tha bov Jersey nuts

whore Slmonl b 10llulrlsonor by Anarchists
until whoro ondoavom to
hah him to death ijitil kit the turning point In

quality of the book Though it is iu pint
a description of Hiirprisinu power I ho power is
not unstained Hut tho Komivx nf nn Alter
iio remains a wonderful story In spite of uuy
and all of IU defect

A cirr oi-

IVouderfnl
1INlmALS

Illnrotory In fiiintierlund Coun-
ty

¬

IemiNilvuiilu-
CAitTlsr Pa Mat cli Ifi A cave off min-

erals
¬

has boon dlncmcred about five and Chalmiles from Mochuniosburg nail on thin

bo lion II G Jloihor now worked by Mr
Roller The cave Is Ilit foot below thin surface-
of the ground and was discovered while niiur
nlnl for limestone the opening being found
by the men working In the quarry The open
ng being reported to Cupt C E Brindle who

is Interested in geology and chemistry Irume-
dlutoKopn worn taken to Investigate It Ac-
companied

¬

by uanUllo Myers an artesian
well driller ol Pottstown a complete survey of
tIme grounds and surroundings wits taken By
nouns of n dark lantern and a calcium lIght
they were enabled tn make u complete survey
of thn cuve for u dlotiinro nf IVIi foot Mr-
trliulle retraced his ttupB and upon reaching

daylight onco moro mudu his report totmi corn
mnlon antI the farmer

Mr Myers at once Proposal that they should
ontortoguthor toni explore as fur as thnycould
lucy rocntored the our and reached n dUtnnco
of iii foot from tho entrance hero they worn
compelled to stop on itccountof a rock which
they wore tillable tr pass They could see pat
be rock UH far us the line of light would allow
and iu this chamber they saw some nt-

he finest formations they had over behold
They brought out some of the specimens
which they had boon forced to break otf In
order to get through the openings Into the dif
brunt chambers that led ou front the main
iissagovv ay A complete and careful survey of
bo locality Indicates that for a distance of two
and onehalf miles there is which might be
called a complete chain of hills running in the
same direction ns the passageway of the cave
and thorn IH no doubt that time oponlngat the
LUburn end of limo hill anti tbo opening that
be explorers profuse working are connected

ripeolmoiiH front tho Luruv ICuvo of Virginia
rom the Mammoth Cave of Kentucky anti
ruin the c uvo ol tho S mae compare favorably

with those found In this cave Brindle and
lOUPg expect to push the investigations as

they nave iho sole privilege of exploring the
cave and procuring such ipeclraent aa they
may nant for icitntlflc purpose

roM rronm azDxxa-
Wky

ivs eM
Why rto we mint Why should Oad-

Wto levs His erseteres court them Mr
lit 15th tht rl151111 W4 ntril lt rod

Tbat U enough for ni to know
W Mirch nd question to whit Itud

No provldtnre bth lnd U pUln
vhs StainS cannot comprehend

The intlulte mystery ot pain
Unlit earth worm bnrrowlni tn lbs salt

Aspire tn sane > crtatlunt plan
Or Mr toinMur mid their toll

Tb strings compl iUlei ot man

Al waill may we earth born and low
Stretch upward front nor rani bum elect

Ana ilk with daring front to know
Hie wlmtior anti the why of Ood-

5151555aT

I

3 FttstOR

True I ovc
From te AcMmt-

Bo da they lore Kmllla and bar lord
That neither kno a the c ther faulli at alt
saw br cnuroMlon which may carc bcfalU

Becauia mm kin anticipate the word
Nor do their Tlrtui lacier loop afford

of self Jelluht or knowle < mutual
since each bellovei tlilr own too weak and smut

To iie unaided by th others board
Thus they abide In childlike Ignorance
If rllbf owe the other uvistu ot in-
Or If the one bay anything or soot
Fxcept the other oil most blessed obanc
Slur inltle tweet than art that hath thIs skill
To blend two ioul In luau beatitude

Tbe Hehoolmlii-
trel Sod

When the pretty country ichoolmaam lint trying
To guide hot little hock on wisdom > way
hh U very likely to bo occupying
Ilenelf In manufacture of crochet
Or tattlnir or embrniiicrr or sewm
Or aotit other uveful ornamental thlno-
rror tie rumored round the district that shes going
To bo married lu the early days or spring

HI PottIrk UnrlHO-
OI rflt llir lk tm IlM-

un

Aylluter ef ren In it sUniidtit dancing
Iii air of at oid song lout and sweei

And the niesiureci march of lain advanelng
in braue array tturouoti ticecrewded street

nineraia isle in tne Whine or watvra
What lender thotuhu do thte things portray

To the enir r area of thy eons and daaihier
lib rail return of taint 1atrlck > llay

They tee the > pni where In youths first lushes
Ther lenrnrd that lore which Iliey bear thee itlll

Titty hear the ones tint tie larks and Ihruihel
V Were went at morn lt> tie eStee tn trill

Through the tlelrK nt often they rambled over
In hM py rliluihootl again they stray

And feather their ConcIse uf three leafed cloTor
lo near In tumor of 1airlcki Pay

Say that nucli dream are hut llhihtt of fancy
What toes U matter to them wttoes gar

The magic mirror of ntcromnnoy
Delight with visions or vanIshed dayet

Who linger here In tIe cmlye uhltlowft
While th proud procession move away

lint whone hearts are on IIn the Irish meadows
In search ot ehamrocLa thIs Patrick bay-

WILItOil D KILLT

The Auctioneer Gilt
Irtm the rodeo itade-

Th anolloneer leaped on a chair ant bold ant loud andclear
He poured hla cataract of words bet like an auctioneer
An auction tale of furniture where tome bard mongacee
Was bound to get his money back and pay bus lawyers

fee
A hnmorlit of wide renown thin doughty auctioneerUl joking raised the lout gutraw aud brought tho an

ewerina leer
He acattvred round hli jest like rain on tb unjust

anti the just
Sam Hleeman Hald ho lafTed 10 much be thought thet

be would bust
Us knocked town bureaus beds aol stoves and clockant chandeliers
And a grand pluno which he iworo would last a thoupant years
He rattleS out the crockery and told the illrerware
At lait they paaied turn up to aelt a little baby chair

how much how much come make a bid I altyour money spent
And then a cheap facetious wag came up and bid

100 cent
Just then a ead faced woman who stood In alUncthere
Stroke town ant cried Mybabyi ctulrl My poor

dead baby
Here madam take your babri chair sail the soft

ened auctioneer
I know It voice all too welt my babv died last year

And If the owner of the ohalr our friend he mort
leaveObjects to this proceeding let him lend the bill to met

Gone wee the tone of raillery the humorist auctioneer
Turned shamefaced train tie audience to brush away a

tear
The laughing crowd was awed ant still no tearless eye

wa there
When the weeping woman reached and took her littlebaby choir

R VV Kosi

The Laat Ienf
From ift nottsti TVaieliVr

We see the patriarch still
Erlikly treading Heacon liltpull of Joy
For his heart U pure and glad
Al the good Sir Galahad

Or a boy
By the tea our when ho sat
The onrlvalled Autocrat

Did ho know
He would some day cling ah mtLast loaf on the lonely tree

Steal with snow I

tied he felt and hid be known
U would wear the bays alone

Still I hold
Sever would have blanched his cheek
Still hlibarp had blessed the weak

Charmed the out

Ills the gospel of good cheer
Doctor art ami poets ear

Joined to bless
Heart with human tlnd stench
Like the Plaster heatiog such

In the press
Writing ne Impassioned screeds
To uphold a partr creeds

Or mis wrongs
Broader then hla Jlrahmlo seat
He baa won the world al last

With liLa songs

Still he walks the lioeton street
And he itntlel at those he meet

As he rooms
Ah wo lore that gray hatred man
Iraip his hand dear If you can

Thats our Holmes I

L KKOWI-

IA Panucen
From thf aihlnytnn Capital

There la ono who truly iuekyl
11s the man who never frets

Who Is smiling gay toad plucky
Ateach eill that besets

iever pausing grief to borrow
All his woes are purr of air

He dlsmUiei every sorrow
With uti

Don
Caret I

He li proof galosh th mutatloni-
Of that clilefniakr Time

He will meet dark machination
With Indifference sublime

What the use of toll and hurry t
Wherefore dally with despair

When a man can silence worry
With an

Dont
Care I

Shun the draught that madly merry
Nliery lurk amid the leSquander not with hand uuchary
Mcment due to scum ant ease

If by Fortune you are Jilted
Call tier wanton false tliougb fairCut aside her roses wlllsd
With an

Dont
Caret

IlccsmieWrll Iimt IlecnuaeJ-
Vnin SacS

I thought Id tell my story
In fashion such as this
I thought I would because
Sienna I thought 1 would
I fell In love and married
Th woman IaJore1
Im married well because
lleiauie 1 fall In IOTO

1m happy for Ive cot a son
The Idol otmy life
Im father tow because
lleiaut Ive got a rou-
My life Is not a failure
lily married life I mean
VHtu me no failure marrlsge is
Because Its a ijcottM-
II Jo rut claim ictue lines of unfit
Aro sillier a iso or winy
I do not claim It well because
lJecaue youd not be leve ll
1 toni teilyel the editor
VU give this space it all
1 don t hellrie he Hill becauie
I dout believe le will

11 urn mere
Ah lots of bummer In till acrid-

if high and low degree
hum bum within the sphere of wrattb

And some In povert
Seine bum men woar a coronet

And some In ragi are ITeM
If lailuen glTcn happiness

The burnmtr should be be t

Some hey natural talent for
Tile ille buminlrg turn

And some you know are iiulte self made
That i lsy th bummers pan

Youll Cud them In nil ranks of life
In congress church Mloou

Aol when the year bclni to warm
They roost beucaih the moon

A thud of natures gentlemen
1 bey were out born to work

A loafing Independent mini
Mid lacy as a Turk

A drone a modern parasite
Upon his social plan

Can legislators give us laws
To cure tho bumming maui r

A modern drone or parasite
No Hare were turns of o d-

Krli use lisa rat Its inmiu rs-

VMthlnthe human told
No matter whether hlfh or low

They sri a social evil-
For In their soul they l1v to born

Jut like Utlr Sir lb devil
JAgIIL tfu> ou jr

ran noamo or ran-
T

rvitraa
Neev ContUllosis Introdne Imt > Was Iby Modern Inrentlonii

Twelve years havo prised since the last
great European war During this period there
have boon campaigns In Africa and Asia In
which England Franco and Italy have taken
part and Ic the Balkans a brief struggle has
occurred between two minor States HorvU
and Bulgaria But wo must KO back to the
lost war of lluesla and Turkey for a prolonged
conflict between leading powers Changes go
great have meanwhile been made In the
weapons of war that even tactical formations
havo had to ba altered to conform to them
Thin magazine gun for Infantry smokeless
powder rapidlire flold pieces and high explo
elves as tho bursting charges ot shells are
among the Innovations which have Imposed
new conditions on tho art of war For our
country tho contrast between the new and this
old must be still moro marked Inasmuch as
the civil war ended it quarter ot a century ago
and since then wo have remained almost sta¬
tionary In military appliances tho chief train
being a somewhat Improved infantry rlila

Our civil war as Col Henry L Abbot ot th
engineers says Iu a contribution to the Forwn
was fought with the rifled musket ot 1855
which was a muzzlelouder ot 05B Inch calibre-
It had a 500craln bullet which with a charge
of CO grains of powder obtained an Initial
velocity of 9CO foot Its penetration measured
by tho number ot line planks It could traverse
each an Inch thick placed 1 c1 Inches part was
eleven at 200 yards six at COO and three at
1000 Tho highest point of this trajectory was 4
20 Inches above the lino of sight at 200 yards
range and iu inches at HOO vaids That our
prevent servlco arm tIn Springfield rlllo ot
1871 Is an advance on that of 1855 will be
obvious from those coiniiarlBons

It Is a breechloader calibre 045 Inch Tht-
405iiraln bullet with a charge of 70 grains o
black powder line an Initial velocity of about
I33I feet Its penetration In pluto plunks mit
fWI yards Is nearly U inohos The hlahes
point of tho trajectory at 220 yards range is he
indies at S5U raids nitage 11 Toot mind at 1100
yaids range 00 foot above the line of sight
Tho dangerous horizontal sjuuo nt 600 yaida
range Is 200 foot ntbuu yards 90 toot and at
10511 yards 75 foot lint groat as Is tills ad-
vanco sinew our war the weapon Is now anti-
quated

¬

In European estimation
Smokeless powder Is according to Col Ab¬

hot certain soon to supersede the old amll
iou black powder In small nrnis in maohlno
and rapidfire guns and pnriiaps In field and
siege artillery Just now the now device is too
nut to spoil In changes of totiiporitturo and
storage and some varieties of It hail to be
given upon this account Forms of compros-
slon and other treatment too have It is sad
boon recently discovered by which tine ordi ¬

nary black powder can bo made to give n
greatly Inoroaioil Initial velocity Ba this as it
may powder has greatly advanced Ineffective-
ness since tho clue of our war while tho
change wrought by the magarluo rifle now
almost universally adopted in solOn form in
Europe may ba soon by these statistics

The usual cnllbro is about 031 Inch The
bullet weighing about 21U grains is of lend
hut to resist tho high povvdor pressure and time
friction developed in tho bore it is cased In
steel copper or nickel Tile Initial velocity
exceeds 2010 foot giving at 7jO yards range adangerous horizontal space of about 6D foot
Steel plates 12 Inches thlilt have been pierced
at short range anti Ii Inches of solid oak at
220 yard The magazines according to pat ¬

tern contain from live to eleven cartridges
which can be discharged at the rate of ono
shot per second

In ibid artillery wo find broochloading rifles
with projectiles weighing IS pounds and aa
Initial velocity of 1500 feet taking the place ot
our muzzleloading cannon of 1BC1 with 10
pound projectiles and velocity of 1232 feet
and since ni Cot Abbot says the dostrurtlvo
energy varies as the product ot tho square of
the velocity by the weight these figures Indi-
cate

¬

startling progress Mechanical range
finders now Increase the precision of the first
shots of artillery although to be sure this is
counterbalanced by a corresponding facility on
the enemys part In picking off the cannoneers
and horses by his snarphhootors Machine
guns of many kinds havo also been introduced
tIle Maxim typo adding automatic eorvloe
The rapidfiring cannon In a great advance

The fundamental Idea Is to extend the use
of metallic ammunition directing the aim
from the shoulder and firing by trigger toguns of calibres largo enough to be properly
classed nu cannon Huccess Is already assured
for tho 3pouuder the Gpouuder and the 3Q
pounder and favorable reports are made ot-
rials with ntlll Innror sizes

Thus the service 47Inch rapidUrine gun
of LrOid Armstrong throws with 12 pounds ofpowder a projectile weighing SB pounds with
a muzzle velocity of 2478 feet pet second or a
projectile weighing 43 pounds with 2250 feetper second giving In either case a muzzlo
energy exceeding lfJK f footton a perforation
of wrought Iron armor plates of over 10 Inches
nnd a rate of fire of 12 unalmud shots per min-
ute

¬

The gun weighs about 4600 tounds
The powder In this calibre Is contained ina

solid drawnbrass cartridge case which can
bo used ton times without reforming In
the sixInch callbro the charge Is separated
Into the projectile and tho powder In its
case the latter being about 15 or 40 pounds
of Chllworlh which U nearly smokeless 4Tho projectile weighs nearly 100 pounds
and with a murrlo velocity of 2340 foot
and a muzzle energy of 3707 foottons a
perforation of 117 indies of wrought iron is
obtained at a raIn of six shots von minute
HotctiLiBS Gruji n and others make guns of
smaller calibres titan tho sixinch Armstrong
yet throwing projectiles of moro than 30
pounds and distinguished by simplicity in
brooch mechanism rapidity of lire and moro
convenient mountings

Another great advance Is the ability to throw
destructive charges of high explosives from
ordinary powder guns

The following are results already reached
in oluclal trials in Italy and lorniany Sllnchguns can safely throw shells containing 27
pounds of wet gun cotton with an initial ve ¬

locity of 1311 feet pr becond to it distance of
6468 > nrds Hilnch howitzers tan safely
throw shells containing bl pounds ot wet gun
cotton to a distance ot 4374 yards and flu a
stool sheets outalnlng 44 pounds to a dis-
tance

V
of 3H27 yards uBlnoh howitzers can fj

naioly throw shells containing 154 pounds
of wet gun cotton to a distance of
4D74 yards 11Inch howltzerscan safely throw
shells containing 17 rounds to a distance of
7327 yards A compound armor plato 47
Inches thick ladod by 21 Inched of oak hatbeen repeatedly perforated by bteel shellscharged with wet gun cotton and fired with 4H
pounds of gunpowder from nn 83luch gait
with au initial velocity of ubout 1400 feet per
focond and the delayaction fuzes success ¬
fully caused explosion behind the target afterthe projectllo hud traversed thin plate andbacking

IJoth Germany and Italy base officially
adopted wet gun cotton as a bursting charge
for shells after trials that are generally ad-
mitted

¬

to prove thmut llrlngof foityelght pound
to u distance ot lluo yards to be sate amid
1 ranee has done tins tame with melinite Incharges of fuivontythroo pounds lined to a llkn
dlHtance laded absolute safety In tiring
hells charged with wut gun cotton from high
louver gulie with ap Initial velocity 2000 lootper second Is claimed

Declaring accordingly that tho problom of
throwing destructive charges of high explo-
sives

¬

from powder guns must be regarded as
solved Col Abbot concludes that the chief
effect will bo felt in slogo operations against
ortllled places Already vvo find scores of srmoreJ tun ets either of tho Jlouuln tjpo madoat Ht Chnmond or of ito Hciiumnnn timemade at the Clruson works undoi conitructloiiIn I urope with ft view ip resist attack hyproj-
pctlloH containing high oxr losivei hilt la
Commandant Mouglns propos il

Two turrets rico from nn ininnenitut monolith
of concrete which covers Interior canoinontHu ho only entrance Is front the rear by nn un ¬

derground gallery tormlnutlng In a shaftlosed by a horUontal Iron shield Klankmiflire IH had from rapidlIning glints raited autllowered through holes In the conrrete roof
What will bo the general effect of till these

changes Obviously in thin llrst place Infan ¬

try fire will become so destructive that a die ¬

Versed order of attack must tko thn piece ofmasses or even of deployed lines ills terriblestorm ofi missiles possible with the inagalugun and tho greater range penetration andaccuracy demand this change hmokelosn
Powder will also enhance the horrors of thebattlefield by no monger furnishing a merciful
veil between modern armIes In tile uloittli shrug
KlOj Junior olllcnrs und Individual Idlerswill have a greater responsibility thnn In tint
uaisof clrse formation and u Captain may
have us With u sixtr o to look otter an a tIoloneldid formerly riimlly Col Abbot hplds ihistu is an error to fmppisu titan war will lie maleI m toes hio by the try dthtruillvinsI of tlin
how WlImoM which whit otorcomo hinianendurance The real result will thut rather toIncrease Use mnortunco of discipline and exDorlenice mine the thoroughly trained soldierwill accordingly haves a great advaniag 0fits embattleg farmer


